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U.S. District Court judge Michael McCuskey will receive an honorary Doctor of Laws 
degree at Illinois State University's Founders Day Convocation on Thursday, Feb. 20, at 
3 p.m. in the Bone Student Center Ballroom. 
Other major University awards for students, faculty and staff will be presented during 
the program, with a reception to honor McCuskey and all award recipients in the 
Ballroom following the Convocation. 
McCuskey, a 1970 graduate oflllinois State, is a federal judge in the U.S. District 
Court in the Central District oflllinois in Urbana. He is an active member oflllinois 
State' s Attorneys Advisory Council. The Council, made up oflllinois State graduates 
who have gone on to careers in the law, advises faculty and administrators regarding the 
pre-law curriculum and helps provide mentoring and internship opportunities for students 
interested in careers in law. 
McCuskey began his law career as an attorney in private practice in 197 5. He served 
as a public defender in Marshall County from 1976 until 1988 when he was elected to a 
circuit judge position in the 1 oth Judicial Circuit of Illinois. In 1990 he was elected to the 
3rd District Appellate Court. President Clinton appointed McCuskey to his current 
position as a U.S. District Court judge in 1998. 
Founders Day activities begin at 10 a.m. with the Ringing of the Old Main Bell by 
President Victor Boschini and representatives from the student, faculty, staff and alumni 
constituencies. 
This year's Founders Day Academy will feature a presentation by Illinois State 
professor emerita Mildred Pratt, titled "A Model for Conducting Local History: A 
History of African Americans in Bloomington-Normal" at 1 p.m. in the Bone Student 
Center 1st Floor West Lounge. 
Pratt, who was a professor of Sociology, was instrumental in founding the 
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Bloomington-Normal Black History Project in 1982. Her presentation will explore the 
early history of the project. She, along with Illinois State students and staff, interviewed 
elderly African-Americans in the Bloomington-Normal community. Today the project is 
part of the McLean County Historical Museum and includes some 80 taped interviews, 
photos, letters and other artifacts. 
Major University awards for faculty, staff and students presented at the Founders Day 
Convocation include the 2003 Distinguished Professor, Outstanding University Teachers 
and Researchers, University Teaching and Research Initiative Awards, the Outstanding 
University Service Award, the Service Initiative Award, the Herb Sanders Academic 
Achievement Award, the Williams Outstanding Technology Service Award, the David A. 
Strand Diversity Achievement Award and the University Graduate School Student 
Teaching Awards. 
Recognition will also be given to winners of the Administrative/Professional and Civil 
Service Distinguished Service and Esprit de Corps Awards, the Neal R. Gamsky Award 
and the 2003 Team Excellence Award. Winners of the Student Scholarship Essay 
Contest and the Student Scholarship Performance Contest will also be recognized along 
with Presidential and Robert G. Bone Scholars. 
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